Power/ Action Gifts:

“Faith”

1 Cor. 12:9-10

Hebrews 11:1 “Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for the conviction of things not seen.”

(NIV) “Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see.”

Reason for the Power gifts

The Power gifts are for the continuation of Jesus compassionate ministry to those who are in need…There is power within the believer that is not of them, but is the supernatural manifestation of Gods working through them.

Three types of Faith:

1. Saving Faith (ordinary faith)

	Rom. 3:22 “This righteousness of God comes through faith in Christ Jesus to all who believe.”
	
	Rom 5:22 “Through whom we have gained access through faith, into this grace in which we now stand.

2. Gift of Faith.

	1 Cor.12:9 “special faith” or “charismata faith”

	The Phrase “ to another” actually means “to another person is given another kind of faith.”

3. Spirit of Faith. (atmosphere of faith)

	An atmosphere for the gift of faith to be activated.

Definitions of the Gift…

Harold Horton “The gift of faith is a supernatural endowment by the spirit whereby that which is uttered or desired by man or spoken by God shall come to pass.”

Peter Wagner “The gift of faith is the special ability that God gives to some members of the body of Christ to discern with extraordinary confidence the will and the purposes of God for the future of His work.”
David Pytches “The gift of faith is the supernatural surge of confidence from the spirit of God which arises within a person faced with a specific situation or need whereby the person receives certainty and assurance that God is about to act through a word or action.”

What it is not…

A.  It is not positive confession…(ignoring the scientific facts)
B.  It is not Charismatic witchcraft…(faith in our faith)
C.  It is not based on spiritual maturity or enlightenment
D.  It is not psychological or emotional

What is Faith?

A. It is the power by which the thing desired becomes the thing possessed.
B. It is a mental position (agreement) to what is stated and believed for without absolute proof.
C. It’s the substance as well as the evidence…it exists before the seen fact.
D. It’s my response to God’s ability.

Two important aspects of faith:

1. Faith is ACTIVE not Passive.	

Matt. 14:28 “And Peter answered Him and said, Lord if it is you commend me to come to You in the water. And Jesus said Come! And Peter got out of the boat and walked on water.”

Luke 17:14 “And when He saw them He said go and show yourselves to the priest…and while they were going they were cleansed.”

2. Faith GROWS
	
	Romans 10: 17 “Faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.”

a. Mark 4:40 - No Faith (Jesus calms the storm)
b. Matt. 14 -  Peter had a little faith
c. Matt. 8:10 - Centurion had great faith.

1. Faith Grows by HEARING the word
2. Faith Grows SPEAKING the manifested word. (Prov.18:20)
3. Faith Grows by CREATING an atmosphere for faith to be released and build more faith.
4. Faith can be IMPARTED (Acts 3:6-8 Peter and John at the gate) 

Prov. 18:20 “With the fruit of a person’s mouth their stomach will be satisfied; they will be satisfied by the product of their lips. Death and life are in the power of the tongue.”

Eugene Peterson (Message) Good talk is as gratifying as a good harvest, Words kill or words give life, their either poison or fruit.”
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