Two Major Motifs of Pauline Theology:
A. God’s Covenant Faithfulness
B. The Eschatological Hope for the People of God

Romans 1:18-25 - For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all
ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who by their unrighteousness
suppress the truth. 19 For what can be known about God is plain to them,
because God has shown it to them. 20 For his invisible attributes, namely,
his eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly perceived, ever
since the creation of the world, in the things that have been made. So they
are without excuse. 21 For although they knew God, they did not honor
him as God or give thanks to him, but they became futile in their thinking,
and their foolish hearts were darkened. 22 Claiming to be wise, they
became fools, 23 and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images
resembling mortal man and birds and animals and creeping things. 24
Therefore God gave them up in the lusts of their hearts to impurity, to the
dishonoring of their bodies among themselves, 25 because they exchanged
the truth about God for a lie and worshiped and served the creature rather
than the Creator, who is blessed forever! Amen.

Wrath of God -> Throughout Biblical History

• Perfectly Just / Righteous in all He does
• He is slow to wrath and quick to mercy
• His wrath is usually restorative rather than
retributive -> Exile / Homecoming
• Where ever it appears to be in Judgement by death
or destruction, it is usually for the sake of mercy for
the oppressed and weak

Psalm 30:5 - For his anger is but for a moment, and his favor is
for a lifetime. Weeping may tarry for the night, but joy comes
with the morning.
Psalm 103:8 - The Lord is merciful and gracious, slow to anger
and abounding in steadfast love.
Habakkuk 3:2 - O Lord, I have heard the report of you, and your
work, O Lord, do I fear. In the midst of the years revive it; in the
midst of the years make it known; in wrath remember mercy.

~ Cosmological Argument ~
- The universe had a beginning
- The beginning of the universe was caused
- The cause for the beginning of the universe was
personal or non-personal

“For the scientist who has lived by his faith in the
power of reason, the story ends like a bad dream. He
has scaled the mountains of ignorance; he is about to
conquer the highest peak; as he pulls himself over the
final rock, he is greeted by a band of theologians who
have been sitting there for centuries.”
- Dr. Robert Jastrow

Romans 1:26-32 - For this reason God gave them up to dishonorable
passions. For their women exchanged natural relations for those that are
contrary to nature; 27 and the men likewise gave up natural relations with
women and were consumed with passion for one another, men
committing shameless acts with men and receiving in themselves the due
penalty for their error. 28 And since they did not see fit to acknowledge
God, God gave them up to a debased mind to do what ought not to be
done. 29 They were filled with all manner of unrighteousness, evil,
covetousness, malice. They are full of envy, murder, strife, deceit,
maliciousness. They are gossips, 30 slanderers, haters of God, insolent,
haughty, boastful, inventors of evil, disobedient to parents, 31 foolish,
faithless, heartless, ruthless. 32 Though they know God's righteous decree
that those who practice such things deserve to die, they not only do them
but give approval to those who practice them.

Six Biblical References on Homosexuality

Genesis 19 / Leviticus 18:22 / Leviticus 20:13 / 1 Corinthians
6:9-10 / 1 Timothy 1:10 / Romans 1:26-27

“His point is, ‘this is not what males and females were made for’. Nor is he
suggesting that everyone who feels sexually attracted to members of their own
sex, or everyone who engages in actual same-sex relations, has got to that point
through committing specific acts of idolatry. Nor, again, does he suppose that all
those who find themselves in that situation have arrived there by a deliberate
choice to give up heterosexual possibilities. Reading the text like that reflects a
modern individualism rather than Paul’s larger, all-embracing perspective.
Rather, he is talking about the human race as a whole. His point is not ‘there are
some exceptionally wicked people out there who do these revolting things’ but
‘the fact that such clear distortions of the creator’s male-plus-female intention
occur in the world indicates that the human race as a whole is guilty of a
character-twisting idolatry’. He sees the practice of same-sex relations as a sign
that the human world in general is out of joint.”
- N.T. Wright

Romans 2:1 - Therefore you have no excuse, O man,
every one of you who judges. For in passing judgment
on another you condemn yourself, because you, the
judge, practice the very same things.

