~ Colossians – Week 2 ~
“The Superiority of Christ”
Opening:
*The challenge for the church throughout it’s history has been to remain solely
Christo-Centric in it’s orthodoxy (doctrine), orthopraxy (practice), and orthopathy
(right experience). From the church’s inception, there have always been those who
have tried to add to the Christian faith by adding new revelations, higher levels of
spirituality and understanding, and a moving away from the teachings of Jesus as
the Christ (anointed one) as sufficient for all things.
Keys to Biblical Interpretation:
•

Exegesis – “Then & There” -> What did the original author say to the
original audience and why?

•

Hermeneutics – “Here & Now” -> How/Why does this matter for us today?

Purpose:
~ Is Christ alone truly enough?
*I believe that Paul writes this epistle to the church at Colossae to reveal the
supremacy of who Jesus was and is, and to reveal that all hope and comfort is found
in simply “Knowing Jesus”. Knowing about Him correctly. Knowing of Him
personally and intimately. And becoming more and more like Him.
*More than any of Paul’s other epistles, Colossians holds the highest Christology - A
branch of Christian theology relating to the person, nature, and role of Christ
Colossians 1:15-20 - He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all
creation. 16 For by him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and
invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things were
created through him and for him. 17 And he is before all things, and in him all things
hold together. 18 And he is the head of the body, the church. He is the beginning, the
firstborn from the dead, that in everything he might be preeminent. 19 For in him all
the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 20 and through him to reconcile to himself
all things, whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by the blood of his cross.
*This passage of Scripture is very strophic in nature and believed to be very much
like an early hymnody of the Church. The entire hymn is about Creation and New
Creation.

*The first stophe is a celebration about Jesus, as the Christ, and His role in creation.
Once again, this was to counteract the false teaching that Jesus was just another man
who did good things. Paul is aligning with the words of John’s gospel (later to be
written) to declare that Jesus was in the beginning, before the beginning, began to
begin.
*The second strophe is a celebration of Christ’s work in New Creation, especially in
regards to reconciliation. Once again, by it breaking into the here and now as a
glimpse of what is to come. The Kingdom has come, but it’s still coming.

“Creation – 1st Strophe”
v. 15 - He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation.
Note:
Image – eikon – The exact imprint or representation of something
*People often ask – How can we know anything about an invisible God
(Agnosticism)? - Paul is emphatically declaring that where people have long
wondered about God, what He is like, His attributes, etc. - Jesus has now come and
made known to us who God actually is. If there is confusion about God, look to Jesus
to find clarity.
Hebrews 1:1-3 - Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our
fathers by the prophets, 2 but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son,
whom he appointed the heir of all things, through whom also he created the world.
3 He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature
“To say that Christ is the image of God is to say that in him the nature and being
of God have been perfectly revealed – that in him the invisible has become
visible.”
-

F.F. Bruce

*Given the context of what Paul is addressing, he is not stating Jesus as the first born
to say that he was born or had a beginning. Rather, that Jesus is the begotten of God
the Father and flows from Him and is before all creation with God. Firstborn was
also used in the Scriptures to speak of authority and superiority
v. 16-17 - For by him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible
and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all
things were created through him and for him. 17 And he is before all things,
and in him all things hold together.

Note:
*Here Paul writes that this Jesus from Nazareth, is not only the creator and sustainer
of all things, but all things are ultimately created for His glory as He is the one true
King of heaven and earth -> The angels are created for Him!!
“Here the point is that the highest angel-princes, like the rest of creation, are
subject to Christ as the one in whom, through whom, and for whom they were
created. They were created for him, because all the Father’s counsels and
activities are centered in the Son; they were created through him, because he is
the divine agent in creation: they were created for him, because he is the goal to
which they all tend.”
-

F.F. Bruce

*The earth was created by Him and for Him. It was meant to be a place where His
rule and reign would be known. As God’s image bearers, we were also given
responsibility and authority. We surrendered our authority to the serpent who then
became the prince of the world.
Matt 4 – Jesus in the Wilderness, Satan shows him the Kingdoms of the world and
offers it to Him if He would just bow down and worship him. Jesus doesn’t succumb
to the temptation and drinks the cup of the Father that involves radical love and
sacrifice. He conquers death and the serpent and takes back the keys of authority
that were surrendered in the Garden.
Matt. 28 – “All authority in Heaven and on Earth have been given to me”

“New Creation -2nd Strophe”
v. 18 - And he is the head of the body, the church. He is the beginning, the
firstborn from the dead, that in everything he might be preeminent.
Note:
*Jesus as the head of the Church has begun the New Created order of the world. Just
as He was the firstborn of all creation, Paul now states He is also the firstborn of the
New Creation through resurrection. He has conquered death thus destroying the
works of sin and the devil. The power of ultimate resurrection has broken into the
world to begin making all things new.
“What was -> Will one day be again”

Resurrection – In the 1st century context, it wasn’t just life after death. Meaning you
were dead, brought back to life, only to die again. Or that you die, and go to a blissful
place called heaven. Rather, it was life after life after death. Conquering of death.
Conquering of fallenness and brokenness. It’s the state of the New Creation in it’s
fullness. When heaven and earth become one. When all sickness and death is
completely done away with and the people of God rule and reign with Jesus the way
it was always meant to be.
*Jesus’ resurrection 2000+ years ago was the first fruits of that. The Church’s
inception in the Book of Acts is the community that was created to reflect that in the
hear and now
v. 19 - For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell
Note:
Fullness – pleroma – All sufficient, completeness.
*The idea here is that all the attributes of God – His Spirit, Word, Wisdom, and Glory,
are found in Christ. Yes Jesus was fully man, but he was also fully God.
*When Paul says “God was pleased to dwell”, it reveals the Joy the Father has not
only in the Son, but also in the way the Son is revealing who He really is. This means
that up until Jesus, God was not fully known or properly understood. This can also
mean that He was misunderstood or even misrepresented. God takes delight in
making Himself known rightly.
v. 20 - and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or
in heaven, making peace by the blood of his cross.
Note:
*The big idea here is that all the universe (cosmos) have been in conflict with its
creator, and therefore is in need to be reconciled to Him. Jesus, the firstborn of all
creation, and the firstborn of the New Creation is the one who had begun and this
and will ultimately complete this work. This Jesus is more than just a man, a good
teacher or philosopher. He is the one by whom all things that were created and
corrupted, will ultimately fully restored!!

