Acts – Week 1
Gospel – Mission – Power
*The book of Acts has long been an integral part of the church in regards to doctrine
and it’s early history. It has often been highly debated as leaders have differed on
the purpose and intent of it’s content and whether what we read about in this book
is something that should be expected in the present state of the Church.
*The book of Acts was originally written as part of a two-part volume with the
Gospel of Luke being volume one and Acts being volume two. Therefore, it was often
referred to as Luke-Acts in the early church
*With this in mind, it is important to note that in ancient cultures, the prologue to
this book then would have come from the opening sentences of the first volume in
regards to stating the author’s intent.
Luke 1:1-4 - Inasmuch as many have undertaken to compile a narrative of the
things that have been accomplished among us, 2 just as those who from the
beginning were eyewitnesses and ministers of the word have delivered them
to us, 3 it seemed good to me also, having followed all things closely for some
time past, to write an orderly account for you, most excellent Theophilus,
4 that you may have certainty concerning the things you have been taught.
*Luke states here that his desire is to write an accurate account of all the events and
things surrounding Jesus of Nazareth while he lived here on earth. Luke writes
Luke-Acts as a historian concerned with the fine details and speaks with credible
witnesses to the claims being made about Jesus. He also uses a lot of medical
terminology which reveals he was most likely some type of physician.
*He’s writing this 2 part volume to a man named Theophilus (Beloved of God), who
most likely is a well educated and influential Gentile who had come into contact
with the claims of these Christians and is genuinely interested in seeking it out. He
possibly may have hired Luke as a kind of investigator to search out its claims.
Author:
•
•
•
•

Luke – A well educated physician
He was a companion of Paul
We sections, where Luke transitions form 3rd person writing to 1st person
narrative– Acts 16:10-17 / 20:5-15 / 27:1-28:16
Church Historian / Theologian

Purpose:
•

To record the work that Jesus did and was continuing to do through the
active work of the Holy Spirit in the Ekklessia (Church). The idea was that the
supernatural events that Luke is recording and the Gospel expansion
throughout the entire region is what is considered normal Christianity. This
is the Church that Jesus promised He would build and the gates of hell would
not be able to resist it (Mathew 16:17-19).

Date:
•

64-66 AD – Prior to Paul’s execution -> Ends with Paul imprisoned

Genre:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Historical Prose Narrative
Actual Events
Real Testimonies from Eye witnesses
Lists names of cities, towns, regions, geographical lay out of the land
Names governors and officials
Follows 2 Main Characters – Peter – 1-12 (Jews) / Paul – 13-28 (Gentiles)

Acts 1:1-3 - In the first book, O Theophilus, I have dealt with all that Jesus
began to do and teach, 2 until the day when he was taken up, after he had
given commands through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen.
3 He presented himself alive to them after his suffering by many proofs,
appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God.
Note:
*From the outset, Luke establishes that this is the testimony of the resurrected
Jesus. Something that many witnesses declared had happened and many proofs that
he wasn’t just a ghost, phantom, or made up myth. The very fact that He appeared to
multiple people in different places (1 Cor. 15:6). That He even ate food with them.
*Luke also reveals that the resurrected Jesus was still adamant in proclaiming His
essential message. That the Kingdom rule and reign of God had in fact begun with
his arrival, death, and resurrection. There was a new King, a New world order, and
as citizens of this new heavenly Kingdom, we should live as those under its
rulership.

Acts 1:4-7 - And while staying with them he ordered them not to depart from
Jerusalem, but to wait for the promise of the Father, which, he said, “you heard

from me; 5 for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the
Holy Spirit not many days from now.” 6 So when they had come together, they
asked him, “Lord, will you at this time restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7 He
said to them, “It is not for you to know times or seasons that the Father has
fixed by his own authority.
Note:
*Here Luke alludes back to some of the teachings of Jesus in the Gospels where Jesus
promises to send the promised helper (Paraclete / Holy Spirit).
*Luke records the words of Jesus in encouraging His disciples to wait for the
promise to come, but when it comes, Luke contrasts it with the Baptism of John
(repentance). Jesus is saying, it will be like that, but instead of being fully submerged
in water, you will fully submerged in His Spirit.
*Verses 6 & 7 reveal that the disciples still don’t quite understand how the Kingdom
of God is being inaugurated. They are still hoping for a Kingdom like other Kingdoms
of the world. They are about to be awakened to the uniqueness of the ways of the
Kingdom of God. The disciples are very much still dealing with prejudices in their
hearts. They forgot that Israel was blessed and given promises so that they may be a
blessing to the whole earth.

Acts 1:8 - But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon
you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria,
and to the end of the earth.
Note:
*Jesus quickly responds to their misconceptions about the Kingdom by saying that
this submerging experience in the Holy Spirit isn’t for the sole purpose of you, or
just Israel’s well being. Rather, this baptism in the Holy Spirit is for the purpose of
being empowered to be witnesses who boldly proclaim the resurrection message
and the arrival of the Kingdom of God to all nations. That is message will go forward
and cannot be stopped.
*Jesus lays out a geographical map of how the Gospel is going to go into all the world
and it starts at home – Jerusalem. The growth of the Church is recorded in 7 stages
Stage 1 Acts 6:7 --- Jerusalem --- Word of God kept spreading
Stage 2 Acts 9:31 --- Judea, Samaria --- the church built up.
Stage 3 Acts 12:24 --- Antioch and Syria --- the Word of the Lord continued to grow
and be multiplied.
Stage 4 Acts 13:49 --- Asia --- the Word of the Lord was being spread through the

whole region.
Stage 5 Acts 16:5. ---- Asia and Europe ---- so the churches were being
strengthened in the faith and increasing.
Stage 6 Acts 19:20 ---- Ephesus (Europe) ---- so the word of the lord was growing
mightily and prevailing.
Stage 7 Acts 28:31 ---- Rome (world). ----- preaching the kingdom of God and
teaching the Lord Jesus Christ.
“The "gospel" and the "church" grew and spread just like Jesus said it would.”
*Luke writes the Book of Acts as an account with no official ending. The idea is that
it is the testimony of the early church but is also suppose to be the testimony of
ongoing Church throughout every generation. The progressive parallelism is that
the gospel went forward to the ends of the earth in the 1st century and the gospel is
to continue to go to the ends of the earth in every generation.

Acts 1:9-11 - And when he had said these things, as they were looking on, he
was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. 10 And while they were
gazing into heaven as he went, behold, two men stood by them in white robes,
11 and said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven? This Jesus,
who was taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw
him go into heaven.
Note:
Ascension – Where Jesus in His full resurrected state leaves the earthly realm and
enters into God the Father’s realm (Heaven) to rule from
*Luke uses similar language to that of Daniel 7 to reveal that this great prophetic
promise given by Daniel has now been fulfilled in Christ.

Daniel 7:13-14 - I saw in the night visions, and behold, with the clouds of
heaven there came one like a son of man, and he came to the Ancient of Days
and was presented before him. 14 And to him was given dominion and glory
and a kingdom, that all peoples, nations, and languages should serve him; his
dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away, and his
kingdom one that shall not be destroyed.

Acts 1:12-14 - Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called
Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a Sabbath day’s journey away. 13 And when
they had entered, they went up to the upper room, where they were staying,
Peter and John and James and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and
Matthew, James the son of Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot and Judas the son of

James. 14 All these with one accord were devoting themselves to prayer,
together with the women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and his brothers
Note:
*Jesus ascends to be seated at the right hand of the Father where He now rules from.
The disciples then make their way back to Jerusalem and wait for whatever it is that
Jesus told them to wait for.
Question – How many people enjoy waiting for things?
In the Process of Waiting:
a. God is preparing us
b. God is preparing others
*The disciples are waiting but for exactly what, they are most likely unsure. It is in
this season of waiting that Jesus is preparing them for what He’s about to do in and
through them. It is also in this season of waiting that Jesus is preparing others to
receive what He is about to accomplish. It was during Pentecost where people from
all over came to Jerusalem.
Acts 2 – While they were in the process of waiting -> A “suddenly” happened!!!

