~ Identity – Week 5 ~
“Why Sonship Changes Everything”
Identity – Who we are and where we belong
Week 1 – Father/Son Nature of God
Week 2 – The Orphan Heart
Week 3 – Receiving Our Inheritance
Week 4 – Embracing Discipline

~ Walking In Honor ~
Honor – to esteem, value, greatly respect
Romans 12:10 - Love one another with brotherly affection. Outdo one another in
showing honor.
“At Genesis Church, we are committed to learning what it means to truly honor all
people, showing no favoritism based on ethnicity, socio-economic background, or
status. This in no way means that we don’t realize that as human beings we are
flawed at our core and therefore make mistakes. Rather, we choose to dwell on that
which is good in people, because all humans are the Imago Dei. We choose to
celebrate what people do well. We choose to encourage and exhort one another,
rather than nitpick and tear down. We do not rejoice in anyone’s shortcomings.”
Note:
*In the Kingdom of God, honor is not to be attained via status or position, but honor
is somehow connected to a person’s level of servitude.
Question:
~ How do we intentionally learn to honor all people?
1. Find Value in People
*For many of us, it is too easy to see everything that is wrong with people. Our
minds tend to focus and gravitate towards negativity and people’s shortcomings. We
must intentionally remind our self that all people are the “Imago Dei” – Created in
the Image of God, and therefore, all people have a representation of the Character of
God somewhere inside of them.
“Forgiveness is not an occasional act, it is a permanent attitude.”
-Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

*As Christians, we must be intentional about choosing to not be offended. It is a daily
choice we make. The principle of “seek and you will find” isn’t only true in regards to
salvation. This same principle is true in regards to how we view and perceive
people. If you are looking to be offended, you will. If you are looking to find fault,
you will. If you only see everything that is wrong in people, you will be
disappointed by everyone.
2. Serve People Equally & Un-Conditionally
Leviticus 19:15 - Do not pervert justice; do not show partiality to the poor or
favoritism to the great, but judge (treat) your neighbor fairly.
Proverbs 22:22 - Do not exploit the poor because they are poor and do not crush
the needy in court.
Matthew 20:25-28 - But Jesus called them to him and said, “You know that the
rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great ones exercise authority over
them. 26 It shall not be so among you. But whoever would be great among you must
be your servant, 27 and whoever would be first among you must be your slave,
28 even as the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a
ransom for many.”
*As followers of Christ, we are called to be a people who serve all people. Our
position or status should never determine who or how we serve. We are not to be a
people who lord any type of authority over people. The opportunities we have been
given to lead simply mean that God has entrusted us with an opportunity to serve
people.
*The idea that we only serve those that we think deserve it, or who have earned the
right to be served, is completely contradictory to the true meaning of the gospel.
1 Peter 3:18 - For Christ died for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous,
to bring you to God. He was put to death in the body but made alive by the Spirit
“The essence of sin is we human beings substituting ourselves for God, while the
essence of salvation is God substituting himself for us. We put ourselves where
only God deserves to be; God puts Himself where we deserve to be.”
- John Stott "The Cross of Christ"

