~ It’s Not What You Think – Week 2 ~
“The Bible is not written to us, but it is written for us.”
Basic Rules of Biblical Interpretation
•
•

Exegesis – “Then & There”
Hermeneutics – “Here & Now”
“No text can mean now what it would have never meant then.”

•

Immediate Scriptural Context – Surrounding verses within the chapter or book

•

Historical/Cultural Context – Actual/historical or cultural situation against the backdrop
of the text

•

Grammatical/Translation Context – What the wording actually means or how it relates
in that culture

•

Greater Scriptural Context – How this text relates to the consistency of the entire
narrative of Scripture

Matthew 5:17-20 - Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not
come to abolish them but to fulfill them. 18 For truly, I say to you, until heaven and earth pass
away, not an iota, not a dot, will pass from the Law until all is accomplished. 19 Therefore
whoever relaxes one of the least of these commandments and teaches others to do the same
will be called least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever does them and teaches them will be
called great in the kingdom of heaven. 20 For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that
of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.
Note:
*This verse is often quoted as a response to those who teach a message of Grace & Mercy. The
idea is, the OT law and it’s requirements (works righteousness) is still in effect because it is just
as much a part of the eternal Word of God as the teachings of Jesus in the NT.
Abolish – Do away with; put an end to
Fulfill – Complete, Finish; Bring to realization; satisfy
*The immediate context of this verse is preceded by the Beatitudes in which Jesus makes very
clear that He supersedes the law of the OT and that the law was left incomplete and ultimately
pointed toward His fulfillment of it.

*Jesus uses the phrase, “you have heard it said…, but I tell you” 6 times after this passage.
*It should also be noted that Jesus, at many times, appears to break much of the traditions and
dogmas of the OC order. (Matt. 15:1-3/Luke 6:1-4/John 5:8-11)

~ 5 Major Covenants in the Bible ~
[ Noahic – Abrahamic – Mosaic – Davidic – New ]
Note:
• Not everything in the Old Testament is Old Covenant
• Not everything in the New Testament is New Covenant
• The OT Law is what is consistently referred to as the Old Covenant (Mosaic).
• A covenant is a binding contract on which both parties involved have certain responsibilities
and obligations
3 Types of Covenants in Scripture: (Dr. Jonathan Welton – “Understanding the Whole Bible)
Grant Covenant - A covenant when a greater and lesser person came into covenant, and the
greater one took on all of the obligations. The lesser one only needed to receive the covenant.
Kinship Covenant - A covenant when two equal parties came together, as in a marriage. Each
party took on a small list of obligations in the covenant. This type of covenant had a small set of
obligations and was very evenly divided between the two parties. A kinship covenant was also
referred to as a parity covenant
Vassal Covenant - A covenant when a greater and lesser person came into covenant based on
the greater one’s ability to destroy the lesser one. Instead of destruction, the greater one
offered the lesser one safety in exchange for the ability to collect taxes and tribute, take slaves,
and so forth. Typically this happened when a king conquered a nation and offered the people of
that nation their lives in exchange for a level of servitude to his harsh rule. As a result, in this
covenant, the greater person had all the power, and the lesser person had to fulfill a large
number of obligations. A vassal covenant was also referred to as a suzerain covenant
Before the Law was given at Sinai:
Exodus 15:22–26: The Israelites’ grumbling at the start of their journey led to no punishment.
Exodus 16:1–15: The Israelites’ grumbling about the manna and quail led to no punishment.
Exodus 16:27–30: A Sabbath violation resulted in a reprimand.
Exodus 17:1–7: The Israelites’ grumbling over the water led to no punishment.

After the Law was given at Sinai:
Numbers 11:1–3: The Israelites’ grumbling led to a destroying fire.
Numbers 11:33–34: The Israelites’ grumbling about the manna and quail led to a killing plague.
Numbers 15:32–36: A Sabbath violation resulted in death by stoning. Numbers 21:4–6: The
Israelites’ grumbling over food and water led to the Lord sending deadly serpents among the
people.
*We see here that something drastically changed on Mt. Sinai with the giving of the Law. There
was now a structure in place where there would be direct consequences for their sin.
“Mosaic Covenant”
Exodus 19:3-6 - This is what you are to say to the descendants of Jacob and what you are to tell
the people of Israel: “You yourselves have seen what I did to Egypt, and how I carried you on
eagles’ wings and brought you to myself. Now if you obey me fully and keep my covenant, then
out of all nations you will be my treasured possession. Although the whole earth is mine, you
will be for me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.” These are the words you are to speak to
the Israelites
*God offers the children of Israel a grant covenant where they can all become priests and can
have direct access to Him.
*In verses 9-13, God gives Moses instructions as to what the people must do in order to
prepare themselves to enter into this grant covenant.
Exodus 19:18-19 - Mount Sinai was covered with smoke, because the Lord descended on it in
fire. The smoke billowed up from it like smoke from a furnace, and the whole mountain
trembled violently. As the sound of the trumpet grew louder and louder, Moses spoke and the
voice of God answered him
Deuteronomy 5:23-27 - When you heard the voice out of the darkness, while the mountain was
ablaze with fire, all the leaders of your tribes and your elders came to me. And you said, “The
Lord our God has shown us his glory and his majesty, and we have heard his voice from the fire.
Today we have seen that a person can live even if God speaks with them. But now, why should
we die? This great fire will consume us, and we will die if we hear the voice of the Lord our God
any longer. For what mortal has ever heard the voice of the living God speaking out of fire, as
we have, and survived? Go near and listen to all that the Lord our God says. Then tell us
whatever the Lord our God tells you. We will listen and obey”
*At this point in the story, I believe that Israel makes a tragic mistake because of their slave
mentality and fear of leadership - Instead of entering into relationship by a grant covenant, they

call for the rules and essentially request to enter into a Kinship Covenant which ultimately turns
into Vassal Covenant.
“While Israel’s vocation to divine sonship and Royal Priesthood was primary at Sinai, the
terms of their probationary vassalage constitute the gist of the message announced by Moses
on the plains of Moab. While their sonship is emphasized in the former, their vassalage is
emphasized in the latter.”
- Scott Hahn “Kinship By Covenant”
“Kinship Covenant”
- Rules of obligation -> 10 Commandments
- Each party represented took a copy of the rules back to their tribe and placed them in an ark
- Each partner trusted in their God to be their partner and protector, but it was the
responsibility of the other person’s God to be in charge of punishing you if you broke the rules
of the covenant
*By this, God allowed Himself to come into a covenant with Israel where he would be both
partner and punisher. He would be responsible to protect Israel form her enemies and yet
punish Israel for her dis-obedience. (White Board example)
*Righteousness in the OT involved covenant keeping.
“New Covenant”
Hebrew 8:6-13 - But as it is, Christ has obtained a ministry that is as much more excellent than
the old as the covenant he mediates is better, since it is enacted on better promises.
7 For if that first covenant had been faultless, there would have been no occasion to look for a
second. 8 For he finds fault with them when he says: "Behold, the days are coming, declares the
Lord, when I will establish a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah,
9 not like the covenant that I made with their fathers on the day when I took them by the hand
to bring them out of the land of Egypt. For they did not continue in my covenant, and so I
showed no concern for them, declares the Lord. 10 For this is the covenant that I will make with
the house of Israel after those days, declares the Lord: I will put my laws into their minds, and
write them on their hearts, and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 11 And they
shall not teach, each one his neighbor and each one his brother, saying, 'Know the Lord,' for
they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest. 12 For I will be merciful toward
their iniquities, and I will remember their sins no more.” 13 In speaking of a New Covenant, he
makes the first one obsolete. And what is becoming obsolete and growing old is ready to vanish
away.

Partners of the NC
God the Father & Jesus -> We enter this covenant by being in Christ
Command of the NC
John 13:34 - Love one another as I have loved you.
Conclusion:
Galatians 5:22-25 - But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, 23 gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law. 24 And those who
belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires.25 If we live by the
Spirit, let us also keep in step with the Spirit.
*The charge of believers in the NC is to love as Christ has loved, and to live a life that is
exemplifying the fruit of the Spirit. It trusting the leading and the guiding of the Holy Spirit in
our lives in all things. We continually go to the Word to see if our lives are aligning itself with
what Christ taught. We don’t go to the Scriptures for the rules, we go to the Scriptures for right
relationship with our God.

