~ It’s Not What You Think ~
*Many times, when it comes to reading Scripture, it can be very easy to assume that the
meaning of a text is clear based on our 21st century, western way of thinking. We often forget
that though the Bible is the eternal truth & inspired Word of God, it is still an ancient text
written by people a couple thousand years removed from our world. They are written by real
people, in real time and space – And are addressed to specific people for a specific purpose.
“The Bible is not written to us, but it is written for us.”
Basic Rules of Biblical Interpretation
•
•

Exegesis – “Then & There”
Hermeneutics – “Here & Now”

*No text can mean now what it would have never meant then.
*This is especially important when dealing with the Epistles of Paul and searching for what is
meant for eternal truth and what was a specific situation conditioned by the historical – cultural
context.
1 Timothy 2:12 - I do not permit a woman to teach or to exercise authority over a man; rather,
she is to remain quiet.
*Now – This text of Scripture has been highly debated and has caused much division and the
oppression of many for centuries.
~ Complimentarian – Egalitarian ~
Complementarian – The word “complementarian” is derived from the word “complement”.
The dictionary defines “complement” as follows: Something that completes or makes perfect;
either of two parts or things needed to complete the whole; counterparts. Complementarians
believe that God created male and female as complementary expressions of the image of
God—-male and female are counterparts in reflecting his glory. Having two sexes expands the
view. Though both sexes bear God's image fully on their own, each does so in a unique and
distinct way. Male and female in relationship reflects truths about Jesus that aren't reflected by
male alone or female alone. (TGC)
*Complementerians tend to use words like Male Headship and Female Servitude to define roles
within this belief. Women are not permitted based on their gender, to teach or exercise
authority over a man in the household or in the Church, because this is what Paul clearly
teaches. (Fundamentalist Literal Interpretation )

Egalitarian - Believing in or based on the principle that all people are equal and deserve equal
rights and opportunities.
*Egalitarians tend to focus on equal opportunities within leadership of the Church and tend to
excuse any Scriptures in dealing with Women’s limitations (Paul), as not eternal but rather a
temporal, cultural issue. (Historical-Critical Interpretation)
Historical Criticism - The interpreter tries to understand both the historical situation to which
the text points and the historical situation of the author. Sometimes these are the same, but
most often they are not.
•

Immediate Scriptural Context – Surrounding verses within the chapter or book

•

Historical/Cultural Context – Actual/historical or cultural situation against the backdrop
of the text

•

Grammatical/Translation Context – What the wording actually means or how it relates
in that culture

•

Greater Scriptural Context – How this text relates to the consistency of the entire
narrative of Scripture

~ Immediate Scriptural Context ~
Why is Paul writing this epistle?
1 Timothy 1:3-5 - As I urged you when I was going to Macedonia, remain at Ephesus so that you
may charge certain persons not to teach any different doctrine, 4 nor to devote themselves to
myths and endless genealogies, which promote speculations rather than the stewardship from
God that is by faith. 5 The aim of our charge is love that issues from a pure heart and a good
conscience and a sincere faith
*The immediate context of what Paul’s primary concern in writing this epistle to young Timothy
is to deal with the teaching of false doctrine. It is clear that his posture through this epistle is
corrective rather than didactic.
1 Tim. 1:20 – 2 church leaders have been expelled
1 Tim. 5:20 – Elders are publicly rebuked for continuing in sin
1 Tim. 6:4-5 – There is malicious talk, gossip and friction
*A huge portion of this epistle is dedicated towards women. Both in their qualifications for
certain roles and also correction in some of their behaviors.
1 Tim. 2:10-15 – Proper behavior for women in worship
1 Tim. 3:1 – Qualifications for women deaconesses

1 Tim 5:2 – Pastoral behavior towards younger and older women
1 Tim. 5:9-10 – Church mandate for supporting widows
*Approximately 60% of this letter is addressed to false teaching/behavior of women.
1 Timothy 2 – A command for “peace” rather than “disputing” is mentioned 4 times in it’s 15
verses
~ Historical/Cultural Context ~
*Paul writes this letter to Timothy who is left to give oversight to the church art Ephesus.
Ephesus historically was a city in which was known for it’s fertility cult and temple worship of
Artemis. (Acts 19:28-37)
“It was believed that Artemis was the child of Zeus and Leto. Instead of seeking fellowship
among her own kind, she spurned the attentions of the male gods and sought instead the
company of a human male consort. This made Artemis and all her female adherents superior to
men. This was played out at the feast of the lord of the streets, when the priestess of Artemis
pursued a man, pretending she was Artemis herself pursuing Leimon.” (Linda Belleville - DBE)”
Note:
•

Braided hair, gold, pearls, and costly apparel (1 Tim. 2:9) describes almost the exact
apparel of the female priestesses during the Feast of the Lord of the Streets ceremony.
They would seduce the men through their dress

•

Female participants would pray to Artemis for safety and protection during child bearing
(1 Tim. 2:15)

•

It was believed in this cult that Artemis appeared first and then her consort, which
meant that the woman was superior to the man (1 Tim. 2:13) Adam 1st -> Eve 2nd

~ Grammatical/Translation Context ~
“To exercise authority” – authentin – to dominate, have mastery over -> Usually connected to
a violent approach to assume leadership over someone when used elsewhere in ancient
literature -> speaks of dominating to get one’s own way
*Also – Because of the type of sentence structuring in the koine Greek translations, it is clear
that “teach” and “dominate” are not meant to be synonyms -> Therefore, some better
renderings of this verse have been suggested….
“I do not permit a woman to teach so as to gain mastery over a man”
“I do not permit a woman to teach with a view to dominating a man”

“I do not permit a woman to teach a man in a dominating way but to have a quiet demeanor”
(For more study on this – Check out “Discovering Biblical Equality” p. 209-219)
Note:
*From these 3 methods so far, it becomes pretty clear that Paul is dealing with a situation
where the women at Ephesus are practicing pagan practices and teaching pagan doctrines
within the local body and using those to try and dominate the men and elevate their status over
the men of the congregation. Also – The women would have most likely been extremely
uneducated (in regards to the Apostle’s teachings) – Hence the charge to learn and be taught in
quietness and humility
~ Greater Scriptural Context ~
Old Testament – Women in Leadership Speaking Gifts
•
•
•

Deborah – Prophet (Jud. 4:4) / Judge (Jud. 4:5)
Huldah – Prophet (Jer. 1:2/Zeph. 1:1)
Multiple Un-named Female Prophets – Ezekiel 13:17-23

New Testament – Women in Leadership Speaking Gifts
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Women (Mary Magdalee, Mary, Joanna)who first announced the Resurrection (1st
Evangelists) – Luke 24:9-10)
Phoebe – Deaconess & Patron of Paul (Rom. 16:1)
Junia – Apostle (Rom. 16: )
Phillip’s 4 Daughters – Prophets (Acts 21:9)
Euodia & Syntyche – Recognized as 2 leaders in the Philippian church
Priscilla – Paul mentions her name twice in regards to leadership (Rom. 16:3-5, 2 Tim.
4:19) -> Also important to note that Paul mentions her name first before her husbands
Nympha – Leader of a house church – (Col. 4:15)

Galatians 3:28 - There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is no male
and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus -> “New Creation Order In Christ”

