~ Kingdom Come – It’s Entrance ~
Kingdom of God = Kingdom of Heaven
“Light – Joy – Deliverance – Peace – Justice”
Challenge in Understanding The Kingdom:
•
•

“Modern Thought” - Realm – Place -> Geography
“Ancient Jewish Thought” - Time – Rule -> Reign

Question:
-

How do we enter the Kingdom of Heaven in both the present and future?

“Future Realization”
Acts 16:31 - Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you and your household
Romans 10:9-10 - If you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart
that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 10 For with the heart one believes and is
justified, and with the mouth one confesses and is saved.
*Believing and confessing have to do with where we place our faith, hope, and trust. When we
do this, it means that the Holy Spirit has regenerated our lives and placed saving faith within us
so that we may inherit eternal life with Christ in the Kingdom of Heaven yet to be fully realized.
~ Salvation ~
•

Justification – An act of God’s grace for those who have genuine faith. A guilty sinner is
justified (made and declared right before God) -> This has eternal implications for us
entering into the Kingdom of Heaven in the yet to come

2 Corinthians 5:21 - For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we
might become the righteousness of God.
“The essence of sin is we human beings substituting ourselves for God, while the essence of
salvation is God substituting himself for us. We put ourselves where only God deserves to be;
God puts Himself where we deserve to be.”
- John Stott "The Cross of Christ"

“Present Realization”
•

Sanctification – An ongoing work of the Holy Spirit, bring about transformation in such a
way that continuously conforms us into the image of Jesus -> This has eternal and
immediate implications for us entering the Kingdom of Heaven in the already present
reality

Luke 9:23-26 - And he said to all, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and
take up his cross daily and follow me. 24 For whoever would save his life will lose it, but
whoever loses his life for my sake will save it. 25 For what does it profit a man if he gains the
whole world and loses or forfeits himself? 26 For whoever is ashamed of me and of my words,
of him will the Son of Man be ashamed when he comes in his glory and the glory of the Father
and of the holy angels.
*The cross is a place of death. It is not about self denial, but rather death to self. When we die
to self, this is where we begin to experience the present realization of the Kingdom of Heaven
in the here and now.
Self – Self will, fleshly desires, personal gain, pursuit of fame and glory
“When Jesus calls a man, He bids him come and die”
-

Dietrich Bonhoeffer

Luke 9:57-62 - As they were going along the road, someone said to him, “I will follow you
wherever you go.” 58 And Jesus said to him, “Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests,
but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head.” 59 To another he said, “Follow me.” But he
said, “Lord, let me first go and bury my father.” 60 And Jesus said to him, “Leave the dead to
bury their own dead. But as for you, go and proclaim the kingdom of God.” 61 Yet another said,
“I will follow you, Lord, but let me first say farewell to those at my home.” 62 Jesus said to him,
“No one who puts his hand to the plow and looks back is fit for the kingdom of God.”
Entering into the present Kingdom requires:
A. Daily sacrifice
B. Immediate urgency
C. Complete Surrender – All In!!

