~ Daniel – Influencing Culture By Grace & Truth ~
Week Five
Two Perspectives:
A. Secular History – Man’s activity within history
B. Biblical Theology – God’s sovereign purpose in history
“Babylon – City of Destruction/Evil”
“Jerusalem – City of God”
Chapter 5:
Nebuchadnezzar – Dies in 562 BC
•

There is approximately 23 years that have passed between chapters 4 & 5. About 6-8
years between the death of Neb to the rule of Nabonidus

Nabonidus – Final king of Babylon -> Belshazzar is most likely his son, who is left in charge of
the kingdom while Nabonidus is away at battle. Nabonidus is eventually captured and it is
believed that the surrounding cities and villages of Babylon, outside it’s walls have also now
been taken captive by the Medo-Persians -> chapter 2
•

Though the book of Daniel does line up historically and chronologically with other
ancient writings of its day, the writer doesn’t seem as concerned with actual history as
he does with theology. This is true of many OT narratives. Historical evidence
overwhelmingly supports much of the claims of the stories of the OT, but we must
remember that its primary concerns are to tell stories of how God has interacted and
communicated with his people over the course of generation after generation. Keeping
this in mind helps when we come up against apparent contradictions between what is
said in the OT text versus other historical records.

“The book of Daniel is concerned with the spiritual conflict that underlies history and comes to
the surface in dramatic form in particular events of crucial significance to the kingdom of God.
What is at stake in the Exile is the threat posed by the kingdom of this world against the
kingdom of God.”
-

Sinclair Ferguson

Daniel 5:1-9 - King Belshazzar made a great feast for a thousand of his lords and drank wine in
front of the thousand. 2 Belshazzar, when he tasted the wine, commanded that the vessels of
gold and of silver that Nebuchadnezzar his father had taken out of the temple in Jerusalem be
brought, that the king and his lords, his wives, and his concubines might drink from them. 3

Then they brought in the golden vessels that had been taken out of the temple, the house of
God in Jerusalem, and the king and his lords, his wives, and his concubines drank from them. 4
They drank wine and praised the gods of gold and silver, bronze, iron, wood, and stone. 5
Immediately the fingers of a human hand appeared and wrote on the plaster of the wall of the
king's palace, opposite the lampstand. And the king saw the hand as it wrote. 6 Then the king's
color changed, and his thoughts alarmed him; his limbs gave way, and his knees knocked
together. 7 The king called loudly to bring in the enchanters, the Chaldeans, and the
astrologers. The king declared to the wise men of Babylon, “Whoever reads this writing, and
shows me its interpretation, shall be clothed with purple and have a chain of gold around his
neck and shall be the third ruler in the kingdom.” 8 Then all the king's wise men came in, but
they could not read the writing or make known to the king the interpretation. 9 Then King
Belshazzar was greatly alarmed, and his color changed, and his lords were perplexed.
“The only thing we learn from history is that we have learned nothing from history.”
-

G.W.F. Hegel

*Belshazzar is immediately introduced as the new King of Babylon in chapter 5. He is young,
boastful, and full of pride. Despite the obvious, glaring mistakes that he would have heard of in
regards to his father (ancestor) Neb, he insists on living lavishly and choosing to squander the
wealth and resources of his Kingdom, all while the possibility of ambush surrounds his kingdom.
Belshazzar’s Pride is Rooted in:
A. His status
B. His resources
C. His kingdom
Proverbs 11:28 - He who trusts in his riches will fall, But the righteous will flourish like the
green leaf
1 Timothy 6:17 - Instruct those who are rich in this present world not to be conceited or to fix
their hope on the uncertainty of riches, but on God, who richly supplies us with all things to
enjoy.
*Just like Neb had previously done, Belshazzar has placed his hope and trust in what he has and
has obtained, rather than the one who has allowed him to obtain an inherit that wealth and
status. Bel has taken it farther and is recorded as mocking and ridiculing the God of Daniel and
his companions. God will not be mocked and He is going to make sure that Belshazzar knows
that the kingdoms of this world cannot stand against the kingdom of God. They will be
destroyed!

Daniel 5:17-23 - Then Daniel answered and said before the king, “Let your gifts be for yourself,
and give your rewards to another. Nevertheless, I will read the writing to the king and make
known to him the interpretation. 18 O king, the Most High God gave Nebuchadnezzar your
father kingship and greatness and glory and majesty. 19 And because of the greatness that he
gave him, all peoples, nations, and languages trembled and feared before him. Whom he
would, he killed, and whom he would, he kept alive; whom he would, he raised up, and whom
he would, he humbled. 20 But when his heart was lifted up and his spirit was hardened so that
he dealt proudly, he was brought down from his kingly throne, and his glory was taken from
him. 21 He was driven from among the children of mankind, and his mind was made like that of
a beast, and his dwelling was with the wild donkeys. He was fed grass like an ox, and his body
was wet with the dew of heaven, until he knew that the Most High God rules the kingdom of
mankind and sets over it whom he will. 22 And you his son, Belshazzar, have not humbled your
heart, though you knew all this, 23 but you have lifted up yourself against the Lord of heaven.
And the vessels of his house have been brought in before you, and you and your lords, your
wives, and your concubines have drunk wine from them. And you have praised the gods of
silver and gold, of bronze, iron, wood, and stone, which do not see or hear or know, but the
God in whose hand is your breath, and whose are all your ways, you have not honored.
Note:
•

Daniel is faithful to be be used by God after being elevated and demoted. Praised and
then forgotten about. None of this mattered in regards to Daniel’s faithfulness to his
God in the midst of an evil empire. One king has a change of heart from evil to good, he
dies, and many more evil rulers rise up. Daniel doesn't waiver.

•

Daniel then proceeds to remind Belshazzar of King Neb and how Greta his kingdom was
and how he too prided himself in his accomplishments, and was ultimately humbled
because of it. He reminds Belshazzar that all that he has is in fact because God has
allowed him to have it and it can all be taken away in a moment.

Daniel 5:24-28 - Then from his presence the hand was sent, and this writing was inscribed. 25
And this is the writing that was inscribed: Mene, Mene, Tekel, and Parsin. 26 This is the
interpretation of the matter: Mene, God has numbered the days of your kingdom and brought
it to an end; 27 Tekel, you have been weighed in the balances and found wanting; 28 Peres,
your kingdom is divided and given to the Medes and Persians.
Note:
•

At this moment, Babylon is invaded and Belshazzar is slain. The fulfillment of Daniel’s
interpretation almost 70 years earlier has began its fulfillment. I’m sure that the
invasion of the Medco-Persians would come as a hope to the fact that God had made
this prediction by that the culminating point of the vision in Daniel 2 is in regards to the
Kingdom of God that would be established with the coming of Messiah.

•

Daniel has learned that he can’t trust kings and kingdoms. Leaders and empires will
come and go. The systems of man will all fade away, but only a kingdom that is
established by God will remain. Only that which is of eternal worth is to be trusted in.

Psalm 20:7 - Some trust in chariots and some in horses, but we trust in the name of the LORD
our God.
“Concluding Question”
~ What things do we elevate in our lives as a source of reliability?
•
•
•
•
•
•

Career
Success
Government / Political Leaders
Wealth
Education
Relationships

