~ Daniel – Influencing Culture By Grace & Truth ~
Week Four
Two Perspectives:
A. Secular History – Man’s activity within history
B. Biblical Theology – God’s sovereign purpose in history
“Babylon – City of Destruction/Evil”
“Jerusalem – City of God”
In Babylon Daniel finds himself under...
•
•
•
•

A Pagan King
A Pagan Religion & Education system
A Culture that is Hostile towards Daniel’s God
Robbed of his manhood and ability to ever re-produce (Isaiah 39:6-7)
“You can humble yourself or be humbled. Either way, God desires a humble people.”
-

Bill Johnson

*Daniel 4 starts out with King Neb having another dream by God. King Neb once again,
recognizes the revelatory nature of the dream and that it has been given to him by the
Almighty, Holy God. He calls for Daniel to come and interpret the dream he has been given.
Daniel 4:18-27 - Then Daniel, whose name was Belteshazzar, was dismayed for a while, and his
thoughts alarmed him. The king answered and said, “Belteshazzar, let not the dream or the
interpretation alarm you.” Belteshazzar answered and said, “My lord, may the dream be for
those who hate you and its interpretation for your enemies! 20 The tree you saw, which grew
and became strong, so that its top reached to heaven, and it was visible to the end of the whole
earth, 21 whose leaves were beautiful and its fruit abundant, and in which was food for all,
under which beasts of the field found shade, and in whose branches the birds of the heavens
lived— 22 it is you, O king, who have grown and become strong. Your greatness has grown and
reaches to heaven, and your dominion to the ends of the earth. 23 And because the king saw a
watcher, a holy one, coming down from heaven and saying, ‘Chop down the tree and destroy it,
but leave the stump of its roots in the earth, bound with a band of iron and bronze, in the
tender grass of the field, and let him be wet with the dew of heaven, and let his portion be with
the beasts of the field, till seven periods of time pass over him,’ 24 this is the interpretation, O
king: It is a decree of the Most High, which has come upon my lord the king, 25 that you shall be
driven from among men, and your dwelling shall be with the beasts of the field. You shall be
made to eat grass like an ox, and you shall be wet with the dew of heaven, and seven periods of

time shall pass over you, till you know that the Most High rules the kingdom of men and gives it
to whom he will. 26 And as it was commanded to leave the stump of the roots of the tree, your
kingdom shall be confirmed for you from the time that you know that Heaven rules. 27
Therefore, O king, let my counsel be acceptable to you: break off your sins by practicing
righteousness, and your iniquities by showing mercy to the oppressed, that there may perhaps
be a lengthening of your prosperity.”
Note:
A. God is relentlessly pursuing Nebuchadnezzar in order to reveal to him the limitations
of his kingdom and reign.
Exodus 20:2-3 - I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the
house of slavery. "You shall have no other gods before Me.
*God will not share His glory with any man. He alone is eternal and He alone will outlast all
idols, systems, and kingdoms of the hands of men.
B. Daniel responds with grace and wisdom, and yet, does not cower from speaking the
truth.
John 1:14 - And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory
as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.
1 Peter 3:15 - But in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared to make a
defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you; yet do it with
gentleness and respect
*As the people of God, we must always be characterized by grace. We are not to defined as
antagonistic or argumentative. Our nature is to be non-hostile. Yet, we do so in declaring and
living out truth.
Question:
~ Is it really loving to know the truth about a situation and not reveal it?
C. God cares for the less fortunate and despises foolish squandering.
Luke 12:48 – To whom much was given, of him much will be required
*From the beginning of Genesis, mankind has been given a charge of stewardship. There is a
great responsibility in properly utilizing that which we’ve been entrusted. It’s too common for
individuals to believe that what they have is because they earned it, built it, and they can do
whatever they want with it.

Daniel 4:28-33 - All this came upon King Nebuchadnezzar. 29 At the end of twelve months he
was walking on the roof of the royal palace of Babylon, 30 and the king answered and said, “Is
not this great Babylon, which I have built by my mighty power as a royal residence and for the
glory of my majesty?” 31 While the words were still in the king's mouth, there fell a voice from
heaven, “O King Nebuchadnezzar, to you it is spoken: The kingdom has departed from you, 32
and you shall be driven from among men, and your dwelling shall be with the beasts of the
field. And you shall be made to eat grass like an ox, and seven periods of time shall pass over
you, until you know that the Most High rules the kingdom of men and gives it to whom he will.”
33 Immediately the word was fulfilled against Nebuchadnezzar. He was driven from among
men and ate grass like an ox, and his body was wet with the dew of heaven till his hair grew as
long as eagles' feathers, and his nails were like birds' claws.
Age Old Question:
~ Did God cause this calamity (mental breakdown), or does the calamity happen because Neb
continues to step outside of God’s intended purpose of which always leads to destruction?
Romans 1:18-25 - For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and
unrighteousness of men, who by their unrighteousness suppress the truth. 19 For what can be
known about God is plain to them, because God has shown it to them. 20 For his invisible
attributes, namely, his eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly perceived, ever since
the creation of the world, in the things that have been made. So they are without excuse. 21
For although they knew God, they did not honor him as God or give thanks to him, but they
became futile in their thinking, and their foolish hearts were darkened. 22 Claiming to be wise,
they became fools, 23 and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images resembling
mortal man and birds and animals and creeping things. 24 Therefore God gave them up in the
lusts of their hearts to impurity, to the dishonoring of their bodies among themselves, 25
because they exchanged the truth about God for a lie and worshiped and served the creature
rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever! Amen.
*When mankind continually pursues their ways above the ways of God, I don't believe that God
punishes them because of their sin, but rather, He gives them over to their sin to pursue that
which they are desiring. This pursuit leads to punishment, consequences, death, and
destruction.
*I don’t believe that God is Ying & Yang – He doesn’t use evil to humble us or teach us. Evil
happens because of the our pursuit through history, and God can humble us, refine us, and
teach us in the midst of that evil.
*Many times, it is in the midst of the evil, hardship, consequences of our choices, that we have
those rude awakenings or “Ahah” moments. God, in His grace breaks through and we see more
clearly the truth than we ever have before.

Daniel 4:34-37 - At the end of the days I, Nebuchadnezzar, lifted my eyes to heaven, and my
reason returned to me, and I blessed the Most High, and praised and honored him who lives
forever, for his dominion is an everlasting dominion, and his kingdom endures from generation
to generation; 35 all the inhabitants of the earth are accounted as nothing, and he does
according to his will among the host of heaven and among the inhabitants of the earth;
and none can stay his hand or say to him, “What have you done?” 36 At the same time my
reason returned to me, and for the glory of my kingdom, my majesty and splendor returned to
me. My counselors and my lords sought me, and I was established in my kingdom, and still
more greatness was added to me. 37 Now I, Nebuchadnezzar, praise and extol and honor the
King of heaven, for all his works are right and his ways are just; and those who walk in pride
he is able to humble.
Conclusion:
“Prodigal Son Parable” – Luke 15:11-32

