“Active Faith” – Week 9
Purpose: “Faith”
1. To study the relationship between faith and works
2. To Study the effect our faith is to have on culture
Note:
*The Big Idea that James calls for in his epistle is that “Because you are (Indicative) –
Therefore you should be (Imperative)”

“Endurance”
James 4:13-17 - Come now, you who say, “Today or tomorrow we will go into such
and such a town and spend a year there and trade and make a profit”— 14 yet you do
not know what tomorrow will bring. What is your life? For you are a mist that appears
for a little time and then vanishes. 15 Instead you ought to say, “If the Lord wills, we
will live and do this or that.” 16 As it is, you boast in your arrogance. All such boasting
is evil. 17 So whoever knows the right thing to do and fails to do it, for him it is sin.
1. Humility
*In these first few verses, James is dealing with the spirit of independence that
honestly believes that we are self-made people. If we succeed, it’s because of how
good we are, or what we’ve accomplished. He’s addressing a people that forgot to
take into account all the gifts and graces they have been given by a good God.
*The problem is not planning, but rather, planning in such a way that does not
acknowledge God’s providence to give us the means to be able to plan and prepare.
a. Life is unpredictable
b. Life is very short
Ecclesiastes 1:4 - A generation goes, and a generation comes, but the earth remains
forever.

“Life is a 70-90 year internship for eternity.”
-

Allen Hood

2. Obedience
a. Sins of Commission – Doing something God has told us not to
b. Sins of Omission – Not doing something God has told us to do
*James has previously taught us to not show favoritism, so to do so, would be a sin
of “commission”. However, James has also taught us to help the poor and needy, so
not to do so, would be a sin of “omission”. (Matt. 25:31-46)
James 5:1-6 - Come now, you rich, weep and howl for the miseries that are coming
upon you. 2 Your riches have rotted and your garments are moth-eaten. 3 Your gold
and silver have corroded, and their corrosion will be evidence against you and will eat
your flesh like fire. You have laid up treasure in the last days. 4 Behold, the wages of
the laborers who mowed your fields, which you kept back by fraud, are crying out
against you, and the cries of the harvesters have reached the ears of the Lord of hosts.
5 You have lived on the earth in luxury and in self-indulgence. You have fattened your
hearts in a day of slaughter. 6 You have condemned and murdered the righteous
person. He does not resist you.
1. God Is Just
a. All will give an account
b. He hears the cries of the oppressed
*Taken in the context of the preceding verse about knowing what to do and not
doing it, James then expounds on this to give an example of those with wealth who
intentionally take advantage and cheat their workers. Once again, their hope and
trust seem to be in their ability to obtain wealth.
*All throughout his epistle, James does not condemn the wealthy for their success.
His aim is to make sure that they are using their wealth in a righteous way and not
allowing their wealth to become and idol in their life.
•
•

Luke 12:13-21 – “Storing up wealth”
Matthew 6:19-20 – “Treasure in heaven”

James 5:7-11 - Be patient, therefore, brothers, until the coming of the Lord. See how
the farmer waits for the precious fruit of the earth, being patient about it, until it
receives the early and the late rains. 8 You also, be patient. Establish your hearts, for
the coming of the Lord is at hand. 9 Do not grumble against one another, brothers, so
that you may not be judged; behold, the Judge is standing at the door. 10 As an
example of suffering and patience, brothers, take the prophets who spoke in the name
of the Lord. 11 Behold, we consider those blessed who remained steadfast. You have

heard of the steadfastness of Job, and you have seen the purpose of the Lord, how the
Lord is compassionate and merciful.

~ 3 Examples of Patience & Endurance ~
1. Be patient like a farmer waiting for the harvest
*Learning to trust God with that which you can’t control.
2. Be patient like a prophet speaking the truth
*Prophets were often persecuted because they stood boldly and spoke out against
the injustice that they saw. They did not cower in the face of opposition or blend in
with the masses. They declared truth even though it would cost many of them their
lives.
*Many of the prophets never saw the visible fulfillment of that which they were
declaring.
3. Be patient like Job who hoped in the purpose of God
Job 42:2-6 - “I know that you can do all things, and that no purpose of yours can be
thwarted. 3 ‘Who is this that hides counsel without knowledge?’ Therefore I have
uttered what I did not understand, things too wonderful for me, which I did not know.
4 ‘Hear, and I will speak; I will question you, and you make it known to me.’
5 I had heard of you by the hearing of the ear, but now my eye sees you; 6 therefore I
despise myself, and repent in dust and ashes.”
*Remember that no matter what you are enduring, it’s not the end of the story. The
end of the story of God’s purpose is full of compassion, mercy, and life. Whether in
the here and now or in the hereafter.
James 5:12 - But above all, my brothers, do not swear, either by heaven or by earth or
by any other oath, but let your “yes” be yes and your “no” be no, so that you may not
fall under condemnation.
*Faith that endures should be filled with speech that is trustworthy and true. Our
words should not vary and must be consistent, no matter the situation at hand. As
people of faith our word must be dependable!

